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1. Digital resources for humanities and social sciences in Latvia

entry points for libraries and archives, most important collections

2.     Digital humanities network in Latvia

the digitalhumanities.lv website, some of the ongoing activities

The structure of this presentation



Digital resources for
humanities and social sciences



Libraries

Library of University of Latvia (LUA)
https://www.biblioteka.lu.lv/en/

National Library of Latvia (NLL)
https://www.lnb.lv/en



https://www.lnb.lv/en/resources/digital-library

National Library of Latvia (NLL): 
aggregators / single access points

INTEGRATED SEARCH ENGINE

National Digital Library of Latvia 
https://www.lndb.lv/
The largest publicly available repository of textual digital heritage in Latvia
Encompasses resources of NLL and its partners, approx. 120 institutions and 350 
individuals; will include all digitized collections of major ALM institutions

LIBRARY CATALOGUE

PRIMO Discovery Service
https://www.lnb.lv
The union catalogue for NLL [and LUA], provides access also to digital resources;
content can vary when you access the service as a user of NLL vs. user of LUA

https://www.lndb.lv/
https://www.lnb.lv/


periodika.lndb.lv (periodicals)
gramatas.lndb.lv (books)
audio.lndb.lv (audio)
zudusilatvija.lv (photography)
[+ other]

https://www.lnb.lv/en/resources/digital-library

NLL: Large digital collections based 
on the type of the resource

https://periodika.lndb.lv/#mainPage:


NLL: Collections developed 
around specific topic and/or 
functionality

braludraudze.lndb.lv (Moravian Brethern)

stenders.lndb.lv (G. F. Stender)

dziesmusvetki.lndb.lv (Song & Dance Festival)

proza.lnb.lv (Latvian novels)

runa.lnb.lv (Rainis & Aspazija) 

[+ other]

https://www.lnb.lv/en/resources/digital-library

https://braludraudze.lndb.lv/


Univerisity of Latvia Library

Materials of the Academic Library
(incl. Misiņš Library) at UL Dspace
https://www.acadlib.lu.l/
Contains historical monographs, 
manuscripts; periodicals are part of
periodika.lndb.lv

Repository of the University of Latvia 
https://dspace.lu.lv/dspace/
Scientific papers, doctoral thesis, other UL 
documents

https://www.acadlib.lu.l/
https://dspace.lu.lv/dspace/


Archives

The National Archives of Latvia
https://www.arhivi.gov.lv/

SINGLE ACCESS POINT TO AUDIOVISUAL DOCUMENTS

See, Hear Latvia!
http://www.redzidzirdilatviju.lv/en/
Digital archive of photo, audio and video documents of 
the Latvian State Archives of Audiovisual Documents; 
information on 9115 films, 58911 photographs, 507 
audio recordings

https://www.arhivi.gov.lv/
http://www.redzidzirdilatviju.lv/en/
http://www.redzidzirdilatviju.lv/en/


Two other popular databases 
of National Archives

Raduraksti ("Lineages")

https://www.raduraksti.arhivi.lv/
Church records, census data,
graduates of the University of Latvia,
documents of Riga Polytechnical 
Institute, lists of deported citizens

KGB document archive of LSSR
https://kgb.arhivi.lv/
Card indexes, the dossiers of recruited KGB 
agents, the KGB employees' phonebooks,
manuals for agents and other materials on the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
Soviet Latvia.

https://www.raduraksti.arhivi.lv/
https://kgb.arhivi.lv/


Digital Archives of Latvian Folklore

Garamantas ("Folklore")
http://garamantas.lv/
Incorporates collections of
Archives of Latvian Folklore as 
well as several other 
institutions
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http://garamantas.lv/


DH community in Latvia: 
network and activities



DH community in Latvia

Digitalhumanities.lv network
http://www.digitalhumanities.lv

• The website currently displays most active 
members and a list of digital resources and 
tools

• The list of resources is not exhaustive but 
can give an idea of the main actors and 
resources

National Library of Latvia
Institute of Literature, Folklore, and Art (UL)
Artificial Intelligence Laboratory (IMCS UL)
Latvian Language Institute (UL)
Livonian Institute (UL)
Riga Technical University
Rezekne Academy of Technologies
Liepaja University
Tilde

http://www.digitalhumanities.lv/home/
http://www.digitalhumanities.lv/


Digitalhumanities.lv on social media



http://www.ailab.lv/en/



National Library of Latvia
https://lnb.lv/

• Main focus currently: digital text analysis

• Data sets on demand (incl. full text)

• Text analysis in the Jupyter Notebook environment: lab.lnb.lv
Collaboration with researchers within projects

• Text analysis demonstration tool 

Latvian Prose Counter https://proza.lnb.lv/skaititajs/

• Corpus analysis platform: https://nosketch.lnb.lv
Concordances, word frequency counts for historical and 
literary corpora (just started!)

https://lnb.lv/
https://proza.lnb.lv/skaititajs/
https://nosketch.lnb.lv/


Another project of National Library: 
Machine learning and crowdsourcing 
for improving optical recognition of
Latvian fraktur script

https://frakturs.lnb.lv/

Supervised machine learning approach:

- Training data is prepared manually by 
correcting a sample (at least 10 000 rows)

- Trained model used for recognizing the 
rest of the corpus

Tesseract software, LSTM neural network. 
Original model based on the German fraktur

https://frakturs.lnb.lv/


- New functionalities for regular digital collections

For example:
Visualizing search results 
Topic modeling
Discovery and tracking of similar text strings
[Which algorithms, techniques should become part of the new core services?]

- A platform for niche text analysis projects – more robust than 
notebooks 

Traditional corpus analysis tools
Stylometry 
Automatic annotation of named entities
Machine learning based research

What National Library aims to develop in the following years:



Institute of Literature, Folklore, and
Art: Crowdsourcing, transcribing, 
mapping literature and folklore

http://garamantas.lv/en/map/index

Crowdsourcing activities to enrich the data of
databases http://garamantas.lv/ and
https://www.literatura.lv , as well as to engage new
audiences

Types of crowdsourcing practiced by ILFA:

- Technical tasks: transcription of ancient
manuscripts, keywords tagging

- Knowledge sharing: enriching metadata, surveying

- Creative response: reading aloud, voice recording, 
interpreting archival sounds

http://garamantas.lv/
https://www.literatura.lv/
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Total time spent by 
volunteers

http://lv100.garamantas.lv

http://lv100.garamantas.lv/


Not only historical materials: Pandemic diary project
http://garamantas.lv/en/collection/1415829/Diaries-in-the-Time-of-Pandemic-2020-2021

237 contributors (19% unanymous)

2219 records (by 26.04.2021)

784 photos and drawings

4350 places mentioned (annotated)
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http://garamantas.lv/en/collection/1415829/Diaries-in-the-Time-of-Pandemic-2020-2021


Дякую!


